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CONTROL OF DOGS (SCOTLAND) ACT 2010 CALL FOR EVIDENCE 

SUBMISSION FROM – Anonymous  

“to ensure that dogs which are out of control are brought and kept under 
control in Scotland”. 
• The effectiveness of the Act in reducing the number of out of control dogs/
dog attacks in   Scotland;

I was attacked by a friend’s dog in her garden in Scotland. The dog was definitely out of 
control: it took us both several minutes to manage to prise its teeth off me. Despite my 
friend being the owner they were unable to control the dog at this time. 
This dog had previously had a Dog Control Notice on it, this DCN had been lifted. In any 
case the DCN would not have enforced muzzling in the dog’s enclosed garden. Despite 
knowing about the dog’s past history, despite the fact that the dog was barking at me 
aggressively and I expressed by concern and hesitation about entering the garden, the 
friend insisted that I should come in and that the dog would be fine. 

• How well you think local authorities are carrying out their duties under the
Act;
I do not think they are doing so. The dog had previously had a DCN; I suspect the Council 
are still unaware of the attack and the fact that the dog was immediately put down. (There is 
no requirement on vets to report such an incident.) I suspect they have done nothing to 
follow up previous DCNs, nor the circumstances/environment in which these dogs are 
living, I would contend that this dog and any subsequent dogs owned by these people are 
potentially living in a stressful environment with minimal exercise opportunities. There could 
also be vulnerable children living in or visiting the household.  

In addition, dog owners locally seem unaware of their responsibilities in terms of controlling 
their dog when a person feels nervous/threatened. Since my attack I have had a natural 
fear around some dogs, sometimes I have tried to engage with owners to explain or to ask 
them to put their dogs on leads, often owners are hostile or lack understanding. It should be 
well publicised that people have a legal obligation to put their dog on a lead if asked to do 
so by someone who is nervous. 

• What challenges you feel local authorities face in carrying out their duties
under the Act;
Probably the usual lack of resources. However a follow-up visit by a dog officer a year and 
regularly after the DCN had been lifted would have saved myself and my family the 
susbsequent physical and psychological trauma we have gone through in the year plus 
since the attack. In addition it would have saved the NHS money as I have had constant 
visits to health centres and hospitals. 
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• If there are any weaknesses in the Act or any specific changes you would
like to see;
Yes follow ups if a DCN has been lifted. A dog who is being a ‘good boy’ one day will not 
necessarily be good every day. 
Owners must be checked for ‘responsible’ ownership, including checking they will give the 
dog regular exercise and that the household does not produce too many stress triggers for 
a dog. 

• Any other issues relating to the Act you wish to bring to the attention of the
Committee.
I believe that if a DCN has been issued to a dog, whether it has been lifted or not, there 
should be restrictions/checks on that household in terms of future dog ownership, whether 
they can do things like looking after foster children or running a business with the public 
coming to the address. 

My story has gone unreported as far as police, Dog Officers, local press or social work are 
concerned. In addition initially I was ‘protecting’ a friend. These circumstances around dog 
attacks may be more common than realised – hence there may be higher statistics than is 
thought in this area. 




